MLA Style (8th Edition)
WHEN DO I USE MLA?
MLA (Modern Language Association) style is generally used for literary scholarship and
academic papers written for the humanities.
WHAT’S INCLUDED IN AN MLA STYLE PAPER?
First Page
Type your first and last name, your instructor’s name, the course, and the date in the
upper left-hand corner of your first page. On the next line, center your title without any
extra spaces.
Main Body Format
• 12 pt, Times New Roman font
• Double-spaced with no additional spaces between sections or paragraphs
• Header with last name and page number in upper right-hand corner (including
on page 1)
• 1-inch margins a.k.a. “Normal”

Works Cited
The Works Cited page lists all sources cited within the paper. The title is “Works Cited”
and is centered at the top. The sources that you want to cite are double-spaced, flush
left with a 0.5” hanging indent, and alphabetized according to authors’ last names.
When no Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available for online sources, use the URL
instead.
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Magazine article:
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Website:
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Section or page on a website:
Wallace, Mary. “Deconstructing a Feminist Text.” Literary and Critical
Theory. Harvard U, 28 Nov. 2009,
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In-Text Citations
MLA citations include the last name of the author and the page number where the
quote or information exists – unless the author’s name was used when introducing the
quote.

One author
(Carlson 15).

Three or more authors
(Chang et al. 215).

Two authors
(Atkinson and Woo 75).

Works with No Author
(“Grasshoppers” 195).

Example of Introducing Citations

Professor Diane Murphy, author of “Video Game Culture,” argues, “Most people
do not recognize the racist representations of non-white male characters in
online role-playing games” (167). But it is only through careful study of these
games, she writes, that we can “see how racism is perpetuated subconsciously
through media and entertainment” (168). The trolls in World of Warcraft illustrate
this point perfectly (Anderson 89-92).

